
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

The Metro is proud to present You Can’t Keep a Good Woman Down Film Festival--a three-

evening event produced in honour of International Women’s Day and of Edmonton women. 

Evenings to highlight creativity, resilience and advocacy. 

As March 8 approaches, Albertans are called to recognize it with particular significance. We are 

poised to mark 100 years of women’s suffrage in our province. It was on 19 April 1916 that 

Alberta women first won the right to vote--some six weeks after our sisters in Manitoba and then 

Saskatchewan.  

Since then, there have been other great political achievements. We have seen the fight of 

Alberta’s Famous Five for women to hold Senate seats, an achievement in 1929 that ultimately 

led to women’s being recognized legally as persons here and throughout the British Empire. We 

have had two female premiers in our province, and we live in a country where our current prime 

minister decidedly appointed a gender-balanced cabinet. 

At the same time, getting the vote and having a voice in the laws that govern us has not led to the 

political, economic and social equality we’d hoped for. At present, Edmonton has only one 

female city councillor; in 2015 the city was rated one of the worst cities in Canada to be a 

woman (second from the bottom); it has higher than average rates of sexual assault and intimate 

partner violence, as well as sexual exploitation and trafficking rates. Incidences of sexual 

violence are three times higher for Indigenous girls and women, particularly significant given 

that Edmonton is the Indigenous capital of Canada. In this country, a woman’s right to cover her 

body became an election issue. Whether you relate to these or not, many live under the pressures of the 

double workday (expectations on the job and at home) and of body-freedom/body-image issues. 

But let us not be disheartened. Let us instead use this occasion to recognize how far we’ve come and how 

far we have to go. Let us draw motivation from the lows and inspiration from the highs to become all that 

we can be. Let us be roused by the work and courage of good women and men to get there. After all, this 

is Edmonton. City of pioneers. City of innovators. City of visionaries. Let us dare to dream what kind of 

place this could be for women 100 years from now. Join the celebration. Join the conversation. 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, March 8, 2016  

International Women’s Day  

Opening Remarks: 

Edmonton’s only female city councillor Bev Esslington  

Professor Joan Sangster, President of the Canadian Historical Association and author of first of a 
seven volume series on the history of women’s suffrage. (Via video link) 

15 minute Presentation” Skirts A Fire 

 

Pre-Film at 5:30pm: Edmonton Women Authours in Conversation 
In Partnership with Audrey’s Books 
Hosted by Margo Goodhand, former editor-in-chief of the Edmonton Journal and the Winnipeg 
Free Press’s first female editor  

Alice Major         Diana Davidson         Christine Wiesenthal         MJ Summers 

Alexis Kienlen     Theresa Shea      Kate Boorman           Janice MacDonald 

Wendy McGrath      Myrl Coulter               Astrid Blodgett       Marina Endicott   

Gail Sidonie Sobat       Margaret MacPherson   Laurel Deedrick-Mayne     Caterina Edwards 

 

Film: Suffragette  

  

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

A drama that tracks the story of the foot soldiers of the early feminist 

movement, women who were forced underground to pursue a dangerous 

game of cat and mouse with an increasingly brutal State. These women were 

not primarily from the genteel educated classes, they were working women 

who had seen peaceful protest achieve nothing. Radicalized and turning to 

violence as the only route to change, they were willing to lose everything in 

their fight for equality - their jobs, their homes, their children and their lives. 

Maud was one such foot soldier. The story of her fight for dignity is as 

gripping and visceral as any thriller, it is also heart-breaking and 

inspirational. 

A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS GOING TO FUND TO MARK 

THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY TEA IN HONOUR OF ALBERTA 

WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE 



 

Opening Remarks: 

Chief Ernie Crey, brother of the murdered Dawn Crey (video link) 

Muriel Stanley Venne, president and founder of the Institute for the  

Advancement of Aboriginal Women 

Preshow starts at 5.30pm: Curated Art Exhibit of Edmonton Women Artists 

Body Politic by Stacey Cann, Executive Director of Harcourt House 

Music by local female artists 

Short Film: Spirit of the Blue Bird 

 

 

 

Feature Film: Unnatural & Accidental 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using spray paint on a fence and garage where Aboriginal mother and 

grandmother Gloria Black Plume was brutally murdered in 1999, Cree 

artist Jesse Gouchey paints a large scale animation of a bluebird in 

flight. The beauty and freedom of the bluebird's motion is contrasted 

with remembrances of Gloria's surviving family members, who give an 

emotional glimpse of a woman lost to violence and the injustice of the 

legal system. 

Returning to her hometown of Vancouver on the news that her Caucasian 

father is on his deathbed, Rebecca learns from him before he dies that her 

aboriginal mother, Rita, did not abandon them twenty-five years ago because 

Rita did not love Rebecca as he had always told her, but rather he forced Rita 

to leave. As such, Rebecca goes on a search for Rita through Vancouver's 

notorious downtown eastside, where over the years many aboriginal women, 

marginalized in society, have been found dead, most under the mysterious 

but suspicious circumstance of being alone in their single room occupancy 

(SRO) hotel with excessively high blood alcohol levels. Many of these women 

were officially classified as missing before their dead bodies discovered. 

Although she comes across a few leads, Rebecca believes the strongest lead 

in finding her mother is through a man named Norman, who claims to have 

seen the woman in the photograph, who he refers to as Shadie, sometime 

recently. Rebecca will learn how much. 

Tuesday, March 15, 2016 

In Recognition of Indigenous Women 
(WEAR RED) 
 

After Show Q&A 

Carl Bessai: Filmmaker, Unnatural & Accidental 

Xstine Cook & Jesse Gouchay: Filmmakers, Spirit of the Blue Bird 

Muriel Stanley Venne: President & Founder of Institute for the Advancement of Aboriginal Women 

Roxanne Blood: Researcher, Art in the Wellbeing of Northern Alberta’s Cree Youth 
 



 

 

 

 

Tuesday, March 22, 2016 

Make a Change in Your World 

Opening Remarks: 

Nakita Valerio, Historian, Small business owner & Director with Alberta Muslim Public Affairs 

Council 

Dr. Jodi Abbott, President of Norquest College 

Preshow at 5.30: Tabling of Edmonton organizations that promote women & girls 

WIN House Sexual Assault 

Centre of 

Edmonton 

Boys and Girls 

Club/Big 

Brothers and Big 

Sisters 

Wings of 

Providence 

 

Multicultural 

and Senior 

Women 

Institute for the 

Advancement of 

Aboriginal 

Women 

WAVE 

 

The Landing 

 

Greenlight 

Awareness 

 

John Howard 

Society 

 

Elizabeth Fry 

Society 

 

LEAF 

 

CEASE 

 

Eating Disorder 

Support 

Network 

Alberta 

Women’s 

Initiative 

Soroptimists 

International of 

Edmonton 

Lucina 

 

ACT 

 

Alberta Muslim 

Public Affairs 

Council 

Vote Fair 

 

Film: She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry  

 

 

 

 

Tells the story of the brilliant, often outrageous women who 

founded the feminist movement of the 1960s. They said 'the 

personal is political' and made a revolution: in the bedroom, in the 

workplace, in all spheres of life. Called threatening by the FBI, yet 

ignored in many histories, these women changed the world. 

A PORTION OF THE PROCEEDS TO GO TO 

ALBERTA MUSLIM PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

COUNCIL'S WORK FOR WOMEN’S 

ADVOCACY INITIATIVES 


